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Beltrami County Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment Meeting  
 Minutes for Monday, February 28, 2022 

County Administration Building – County Board Room 
701 Minnesota Avenue NW 
Bemidji, Minnesota 56601 

 
 

General Business 
  
Members present:  

Ed Fussy  
Don Hazeman        

   Doug Underthun 
   John Simmons 

Craig Gaasvig 
 
Members absent: Todd Stanley 
   Joe Vene  

 
          
Others Present: Brent Rud, Director, Beltrami County Environmental Services Department 
   Shane Foley, Beltrami County Environmental Services Department 
   Shannon Schmidt, Beltrami County Environmental Services Department 
   Robert K Smith, 3201 Snowmass Dr NW, Bemidji, MN  56601 
   Mark Faris, 10246 Stallion Ct NE, Tenstrike, MN  56683 
   Janine Faris, 10246 Stallion Ct NE, Tenstrike, MN  56683 
    
  
Chairman called the Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment Meeting to order at 6:00 PM. Board and staff 
introduced themselves to members of the audience. Brent reviewed the meeting procedures and process, 
as well as the agenda, for those in attendance. The meeting minutes for January 24, 2022, were brought 
forward for approval.  John Simmons moved to approve the meeting minutes of January 24, 2022.  Motion 
seconded by Doug Underthun.  
 
 Motion carried and approved.  
 

Board of Adjustment 

 
New Business 

 
Variance Request of:  Robert K Smith 
     13188 Bellecourt Rd NE 
     Hines, MN  56647 
 
Township:    Taylor 
Body of Water:   North Twin Lake  (4-063) 
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The Purpose of:   
Applicant is requesting a variance from the Beltrami County Shoreland Ordinance for his North Twin Lake 
property.  The requested variance would allow the applicant to build a 2nd living structure on his property, in 
addition to a 720 square foot cabin that currently exists near the lake.  The proposed structure would be 
conforming to all setback requirements of the Shoreland Ordinance and would be located approximately 175’ 
from the lake.  To meet the Shoreland Ordinance requirements for a 2nd living structure, the lot would have to 
be at least 2.07 acres in size and 225’ wide.  Mr. Smith’s property is 1.7 acres in size and 135’ wide. 
 
Legal Description:   
Tax Parcel: 45.00318.00 
Section-34 Township-148 Range-031 TREEGARDEN Lot-001 Block-001 
 
Shane Foley gave the staff report, explaining that variance request involving the addition of a main living 
structure that would meet all setbacks on a parcel that already has a guest cabin on it is necessary, due to size of 
parcel.  If not for the size of the parcel, only a building permit would be required.  Shane briefly discussed the 
parcels to the north and the south of this parcel.  Existing structures, well, septic, bluffs, and access to both 
structures was discussed.  Photos of the site and the existing guest cabin were viewed.  Staff recommends 
approval with the following condition: 
 

1.) Septic systems on the property are compliant and sized appropriately. 
 
Applicant, Robert Smith, confirmed staff report was accurate and explained that he had purchased the property 
in 1975.  At the time of purchase, there were two existing cabins on the property.  One cabin, in unlivable 
disrepair, was torn down in the early 90’s.  The Board had questions regarding the well and septic for the 
existing guest cabin and proposed home.  Applicant stated that there is 37’ well for the existing guest cabin and 
that guest cabin shares a septic with the neighbor to the south’s cabin (septic is on the neighbor’s parcel).  A 
new permitted septic has already been installed for the proposed home on the top of the bluff.  An inspection of 
the shared septic will need to be completed before any building permits can be issued.  It may be necessary for a 
lift pump to be installed to connect the guest cabin to the new septic on the top of the bluff. 
 
The Board opened the floor for public comment.  No public comment was received. 
 

Findings of Fact 
 

1. Is the variance in harmony with the intent of the comprehensive plan, zoning ordinance and 
State Shoreline Management Ordinance rules? 

Yes (x) No ( ) 
Why?  Properties on both sides have similar buildings and the proposal is for orderly development. 

 
2. Without the variance is the owner deprived of a reasonable use of the property? 

Yes (x) No ( ) 
Why?  No place to build adequate residence. 

 
3. Is the alleged hardship due to circumstances unique to this property? 

Yes (x) No ( ) 
Why?  No other place to build, and usable existing guest cabin would have to be removed to build 
another structure. 
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4. Were the circumstances causing the hardship created by someone or something other than the 
landowner or previous landowners? 

Yes (x) No ( ) 
Why?  Applicant bought the property this way.  Property was developed before the Shoreland 
Management Ordinance existed. 

 
5. Will the issuance of the variance maintain the essential character of the locality? 

Yes(x) No ( ) 
Why?  Additional structure is on top of a heavily wooded bluff.  No changes are being made to the 
existing guest cabin.  Property looks just like the properties on either side of it. 

 
6. Does the alleged hardship involve more than economic consideration? 

Yes (x) No ( ) 
Why?  The topography of the property restricts possible building locations. 

 
If all answers are "yes" the criteria for granting the variance request have been met. 

 
 
Motion by John Simmons to approve the variance request of Robert K Smith with no conditions.  Don 
Hazeman seconded the motion. 
 

Motion unanimously carried and approved. 
 
Chairman then closed the Board of Adjustment Public Hearing on the proposed Variance request of Robert K 
Smith. 
 
 
Variance Request of:  Faris LLC 
     10246 Stallion Ct NE 
     Tenstrike, MN  56683 
 
Township:    Hagali 
Body of Water:   Gull Lake  (4-120) 
 
 
The Purpose of:   
Eagle Ridge Resort is requesting a variance from the Beltrami County Shoreland Ordinance to remove a 784 
square foot, 4-bedroom resort cabin that sits 70’ from Gull Lake, and replace it with a new 1,056 square foot, 4-
bedroom cabin.  The new structure is proposed to be located 70’ from the lake.  The height of the existing 
structure is 13’.  The height of the new structure would be 18’.        
 
Legal Description:   
Tax Parcel: 16.00428.00 
Section-34 Township-149 Range-032  The full legal description is on file in the Beltrami County 
Environmental Services Department. 
 
Shane Foley gave the staff report and explained that this was a variance request involving the replacement of a 
guest cabin in the exact same location, but with slightly larger dimensions to meet State of Minnesota code for 
bedroom sizes.  If not replacing this cabin to meet current code, only a building permit would be required.  
Shane briefly discussed the size and height of the existing cabin vs the size and height of the proposed 
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replacement cabin.  Existing structures, setbacks, utilities, driveways, and wetlands were discussed.  Photos of 
the site and the existing guest cabin were viewed.  Staff recommends approval with the following conditions: 
 

1.)  Applicant must submit and obtain approval of a Stormwater Management Plan. 
2.)  Applicant must submit and obtain approval of a Vegetation Management Plan. 

 
Applicants, Mark and Janine Faris, confirmed staff report was accurate and showed the Board building plans, 
including plans for dirt work and retaining walls.  The new foundation will be poured, allowing for a crawlspace 
tall enough to house the furnace.  A deck will be added to the lakeside of the cabin, to conceal the crawlspace.  
The Board had questions regarding whether any of the materials from the old cabin could be used for the new 
cabin.  They also had questions about runoff and how this will be handled.  Mark explained that he has had 
several contractors looking at this project, and adjustments may need to be made along the way, as dirt work 
gets started.  
 
The Board opened the floor for public comment.  No public comment was received. 
 

Findings of Fact 
 

1. Is the variance in harmony with the intent of the comprehensive plan, zoning ordinance and 
State Shoreline Management Ordinance rules? 

Yes (x) No ( ) 
Why?  Replacement cabin is in exact same location as existing cabin, but needs to be slighter larger to 
comply with State of Minnesota code for bedrooms.  Applicant came up with plans that try to meet the 
intent of the rules. 

 
2. Without the variance is the owner deprived of a reasonable use of the property? 

Yes (x) No ( ) 
Why?  Size increase is negligible and necessary to meet Minnesota Department of Health code. 

 
3. Is the alleged hardship due to circumstances unique to this property? 

Yes (x) No ( ) 
Why?  Topography of lot allows for replacement in same spot, but must meet Health Department 
code for bedroom size. 

 
4. Were the circumstances causing the hardship created by someone or something other than the 

landowner or previous landowners? 
Yes (x) No ( ) 

Why?  Minnesota Department of Health bedroom size code requires size adjustment. 
 

5. Will the issuance of the variance maintain the essential character of the locality? 
Yes(x) No ( ) 

Why?  New cabin will be in exact same location and look like existing cabin. 
 

6. Does the alleged hardship involve more than economic consideration? 
Yes (x) No ( ) 

Why?  Changes are necessary to meet Minnesota Department of Health code. 
 

If all answers are "yes" the criteria for granting the variance request have been met. 
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Motion by Don Hazeman to approve the variance request of Faris LLC with the following conditions:  1) 
Applicant must submit and obtain approval of a Stormwater Management Plan, and 2) Applicant must 
submit and obtain approval of a Vegetation Management Plan.  Doug Underthun seconded the motion. 
 

Motion unanimously carried and approved. 
 
Chairman then closed the Board of Adjustment Public Hearing on the proposed Variance request of Faris LLC. 
 
 
Motion by Doug Underthun to adjourn the Planning Commission/Board of Adjustment Public Hearing 
for February 28, 2022.  Motion was seconded by Don Hazeman.  Motion carried and approved.  Chair 
called the meeting for February 28, 2022 officially adjourned. The next meeting will be on Monday, 
March 28, 2022 at 6:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
________________________   ___________________________ 
Brent Rud      Chairman 
Beltrami County ESD Director   Beltrami County Planning Commission  
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